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Date  Day Activity    Location   Time
 
Oct. 21 6 Welcome Back/First Day of School in the 2nd Quarter
   Girl Scouts    Individual Classrooms 3:15-4:15
   Boys Adventure Club  Gym    3:15-4:15
   Dance    Performing Arts  3:15-4:15
     
Oct. 22 1 Adult Yoga    Fitness Center                8:00-9:00                      
   Basketball    Gym    3:15-4:15
   Big Beads & Blocks  Kindergarten Rm.  3:15-4:15
   Beading    Gr. 1 / 2   3:15-4:15
   Adults Guitar   Performing Arts  7:00-8:00

Oct. 23 2 Open Gym    Gym    3:15-4:15
   Cheerleading   Performing Arts  3:15-4:15

Oct. 24 3 Adult Yoga    Fitness Center           8:00-9:00                 
   Academic Club   Gr. 7/8   3:15-4:15
   Pilates    Performing Arts  4:00-5:00

Oct. 25 4 Community Time   Performing Arts  8:00-8:30
   Parent Tea/Tech: Google Plus     8:30-9:00
   Friday Night Frisbee  Soccer Field  5:00-7:00

Oct. 26  Jazz & Ballet   Library   9:00-10:00
   No Cooking Class this week.                                         
   Halloween Party   ISR Classrooms & Gym 5:00-8:00

Oct. 28-30  ISR Guest Trainer in Social Studies & Language Arts

Nov. 13  ISR Open Board Meeting

Nov. 14 & 15 Dr. Ambrogi of International School Services visiting Rumbai

Nov. 13, 14 & 15 Middle School Exchange

Up Coming Events
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Have a GREATS Vacation!
As we are about to take a week off school to recharge our batteries, I would like to 
present you with a challenge that will enhance your vacation. A vacation is a time to 
relax and enjoy quality time with our loved ones. It is also a time to have fun and 
seek new adventures. It occurs to me that vacation is an ideal time for personal 
growth through one or more of our ISR “Expected Schoolwide Learning Results” - 
ESLRs. 

You may be thinking that this is a clever way for me to remind all of us to keep 
focused on these ESLRs, which we have come to know by the acronym GREATS. 
Well you are right.  The GREATS represent the skills that our community values most 
highly in education. They are the capabilities that we want all students to develop to 
their fullest potential while attending ISR. So my challenge to you is to be conscious 
of one of the GREATS that your family is further developing on this vacation.

Send me a photo of your family enjoying an activity that demonstrates your children 
acting as global stewards, or responsible individuals, or any of the other capabilities 
listed below.  

All students of International Schools Riau are:

G Global Stewards

R Responsible Individuals

E Expressive Communicators

A Academic Achievers

T Thinkers and Problem-Solvers

S Self-Directed Learners
On the following page, I have given examples of different ways that your children can 
develop their ESLRs on vacation.  There are several examples but you need only 
demonstrate one. Email your photo with a brief comment to lorythiessen@isriau.org .

Principal’s Note
A Challenge for your Vacation

     Mrs. Thiessen 

mailto:lorythiessen@isriau.org
mailto:lorythiessen@isriau.org
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Global Steward is one who demonstrates local and global awareness, possesses a 
character of high standards, creates and maintains positive relationships, and exhibits 
service orientation. 

Your vacation is a good time to help your child become more culturally sensitive by 
appreciating a new culture that you are experiencing. 

Responsible Individual is one who shows personal responsibility by being 
independent and holding him/herself accountable for his/her own actions, shows 
social responsibility by respecting and helping others, working collaboratively with 
others and holding themselves accountable to others in group settings, and takes care 
of his/her surroundings by being environmentally conscious and globally and culturally 
responsible. 
A responsible individual on vacation might demonstrate this capability by taking care 
of the environment while on vacation.

Expressive Communicator is one who either independently or collaboratively is 
receptive to feedback, evaluates it and makes appropriate adjustments, chooses the 
modality of a presentation based on their message and their audience, organizes and 
delivers their knowledge and understanding in a coherent, creative presentation, and 
communicates their emotions and/or needs and offers solutions in an appropriate 
manner.
An expressive communicator on vacation might keep a journal and take photos to 
share what he or she learned on their vacation experience.

Academic Achiever is one who is consistently organized and prepared, uses self-
reflection and responds to feedback, demonstrates growth towards meeting/exceeding 
curriculum standards, and demonstrates flexibility and the use of multiple strategies.

Thinker and Problem Solver is one who applies skills/knowledge from one context to 
another and makes connections, chooses and applies strategies based on the 
situation or task, and demonstrates the ability to question.

Vacations do not always go as smoothly as planned. A problem solver will come up 
with an alternative plan to enjoy the vacation despite setbacks.

Self-Directed Learner is one who demonstrates curiosity through questioning and 
inquiry, demonstrates resourcefulness by making appropriate choices to develop his/
her skills, interests and talents when provided with several options, and takes action in 
setting, achieving and assessing goals. 

A self-directed learner on vacation might look for an opportunity to try an activity which 
he or she has never done before, or to reach a higher skill level in a favorite activity.
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Fundraiser for Insan Permata Orphanage
This past summer Kathi and John Getzinger, former teachers at ISR, brought a 
youth group from the state of Washington to work with the children and the adult 
volunteers at Insan Permata Orphanage.  As a follow up, Kathi is trying to raise 
funds to pay the rent for the Orphanage for the next two years. She has already 
raised $2000 and needs a further $2000 to achieve this goal.

You can help by purchasing the Christmas Mittens that they are selling. Each mitten 
symbolizes one day's rent which comes to US$ 5.50.

Order before Tuesday next week! Please contact Wendy van Staden if you wish to 
purchase mittens.  Kathi will need to send them in the mail soon to get them here 
before Christmas. She will also mail your purchase anywhere in the USA (or 
anywhere else) if you have family or friends who would like to buy some.

Wendy van Staden <wendyvstaden@gmail.com>

mailto:wendyvstaden@gmail.com
mailto:wendyvstaden@gmail.com
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Eamon and Shaelyn Murphy raised money for Insan Permata 
through selling their homemade mango/orange juice. Here they are 
presenting the funds to Pak Jonedy, Ibu Anna (founders of Insan 
Permata) and their children, Josavior and Jovan. 
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Waz Happenin’

Above Left:
MC of the Week

Christopher Zyweck

Above:
Aubrey and Katie introduce 

Beach Day

Left:
Maestro Pedrett is our 

Tai Chi Master
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Morning Movement
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Happy Birthday
Pak Edi Hulu
October 15



 11

Girl Scouts Support
Kulim Learning Garden
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Mr. Davis if focused on the ISR GREATS!
Ask your children to explain why Mr. Davis is giving away 

free cheese.
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 iLearn iPractice iPlay
       

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Mrs. Hill

I’m a reluctant iPad fan when it comes to my kids and technology. Yes, it’s true. I much 
prefer traditional play to screen time any day. I’m sure you would agree. But the fact 
remains that there are some incredible apps available for your ipad, ipod, or tablet. And 
the music world is filling up with quality apps that are musically challenging AND fun. 
Here are a few apps that we are or will be using in the music classroom and that I 
recommend for home use as well. Now practice can be fun! 

1. Flashnote Derby (0.99¢): This is a great app to identify notes on the staff! Each 
race is a timed test in which the student identifies different notes in order to urge 
their horse and jockey on towards the finish line. Answering quickly and correctly will 
cause their horse to gain ground, while incorrect answers will cause it to fall behind. 
At the end of each race, students can review the notes they missed and see the 
correct answers. It’s wonderful in the music classroom because I can customize 
which notes to identify when the student races!

2. WIldChords ($9.99): I know, the price seems a little hefty, but we will be using this 
app in the music classroom, and I’m sure it would be hugely beneficial at home as 
well. WildChords teaches you the most popular chords, and also includes melody 
and scale exercises for lead guitar playing. The game is played with a real guitar 
(acoustic or electric), and requires no additional equipment to be played. The iPad 
recognizes each chord and note you play, and tells you whether you're playing right 
or wrong. Rescue animals (think a modern Pied Piper) while you practice. This is 
great fun and teaches guitar basics well- a wonderful app for students to 
demonstrate self-directed learning (ESLR points!)

3. JoyTunes Recorder Master ($1.99): This app will teach your child the basics of 
playing the instrument without them realizing they're learning. It's cleverly designed 
so that the games are played by actually playing the recorder. Pure genius. Play 
notes on the recorder to avoid obstacles, collect bonuses and scare away evil birds- 
it makes the recorder fun to play and learn. I just introduced the recorders with 
Grades 3 / 4 and this app will be lots of fun!

4. Piano Mania (Free!): Though this app doesn't teach you to read actual music, it is 
a super-fun introduction to playing the piano and gives a familiarity with following the 
music on the staff as you play. 
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Gonging In

Bang - a - Gong and The Rainmaker had a Beach Day look for 
gonging in the Dunger family. We welcome Darrin, Zulfiya and 

Daniel to our family.
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Bang - a - Gong and The Rainmaker are back in traditional garb for 
gonging in the Debais family.  We welcome Elie and Joumana, and 

their children, Lucy and Raymond.
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 Counselor Corner
  5 Ways to 
  Respectfully Disagree
       

      Mr. Murphy

This week’s Life Skills lesson focused on disagreeing respectfully.  Regardless of age, 
the challenge of working with others is that we may have different ideas or opinions. 
Sometimes trying to find a solution leads to conflict because of the approach we take.  
Unfortunately, many us either shy away completely from disagreements or lose it when 
things don't go our way.  How can we help our children, and ourselves, disagree 
respectfully?  

1. Don't make it personal. If you get upset, it can help to remember you're mad at 
the idea or concept your parent (or friend, coach, coworker, etc.) is raising, not 
the person.

2. Avoid putting down the other person's ideas and beliefs. If you've ever been 
on the receiving end of someone's tirade or put-downs, you know how valuable 
using respectful language and behavior can be. So instead of saying what you 
might be thinking ("That's a stupid idea!"), try: "I don't agree, and here's why." 
Resist the temptation to yell, use sarcasm, or make derogatory comments and 
you'll have a much better chance of getting your point across.

3. Use "I" statements to communicate how you feel, what you think, and what 
you want or need. Using "you" statements can sound argumentative. For 
example, telling your mom or dad, "You always remind me about my chores on 
Wednesdays when you know I have a lot of homework" has a very different tone 
from "I'm feeling pressured because I have a lot of homework tonight. Can I do 
those chores tomorrow?"

4. Listen to the other point of view. Being a good listener is a way of showing that 
you respect and understand the other person's perspective. That makes it more 
likely he or she will do the same for you. When the other person is talking, try to 
stop yourself from thinking about why you disagree or what you'll say next. 
Instead, focus on what's being said. When it's your turn to talk, repeat any key 
points the other person made to show you listened and heard what was said. 
Then calmly present your case and why you disagree.
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5. Stay calm. This is the most important thing you can do to keep a conversation 
on track. Of course, it's a huge challenge to stay calm and rational when you 
feel angry or passionate about something — especially if the person you're 
talking to gets heated. You may need to be the mature one who manages the 
conversation, even if the other person is a parent or someone who should know 
better.

Respect goes beyond difficult conversations, of course. Being helpful and considerate 
toward family members, teachers, or coaches in our everyday actions helps all of us 
(again, parents included!) establish a foundation for those times when we might 
disagree.

Have a great week!

Source: http://kidshealth.org/teen/your_mind/families/tips_disagree.html

http://kidshealth.org/teen/your_mind/families/tips_disagree.html
http://kidshealth.org/teen/your_mind/families/tips_disagree.html
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Beach Day!
Sponsored by Grades 7 & 8
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Thank you, Grades 7 & 8


