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June 3 Gonging Out the Van Wagoner Family 
       Performing Arts   8:00-8:15 
  ISR Rumbai Graduation  Performing Arts  2:30-3:45 
 
June 4 Gonging Out the Lewis Family Performing Arts  8:00-8:15 
  Year Book Signing   Performing Arts  11:30-12:00 
  Last Day of School/Early Dismissal    12:00 
 
Aug. 3 Family Ibu First Aid Training         Performing Arts  1:00-4:00 
  (register with Shane van Staden) 
 
Aug. 5, 6 & 7 Faculty Orientation  ISR Campus  7:30-3:30 
 
Aug. 8 & 9 Eid al-Fitri / Holiday 
 
Aug 12 & 13 Faculty Orientation  ISR Campus  7:30-3:30 
 
Aug. 14 First Day of School / 2013-2014 ISR Campus  8:00-3:15 
 

 
 
 

Up Coming Events 
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Renovation and Relocation 
This week we were busy relocating our classrooms to the teachers’ homes in 
Meranti for the remaining week of school. The contractor got ahead of schedule 
in the demolition process, creating a threat to the air quality in the main school 
building. We are still able to use the Preschool and Performing Arts buildings. 
The main office personnel, the technology team and Pak Bobby from the Library 
have all joined me at 121 Meranti, which will serve as the administrative hub until 
further notice.  
 

I wish to thank Terrence Sullivan, Lindsay Lavery, and Scott Neal for their 
wisdom in assessing the school safety situation. Also, a huge thank you to Laura 
Neal, who has volunteered to act as the on site supervisor of the renovation 
project this summer. 
 
Rumbai’s Got Talent 
Congratulations to all of the students who participated in the talent show! I wish 
to also acknowledge and thank Mrs. Melanie Hill, Mr. van Staden and Ibu Renai 
for organizing this outstanding event. The talent show is an opportunity for our 
students to be risk-takers as expressive communicators, thinkers and problem 
solvers, as well as self directed learners. It is always a thrill to see students come 
out of nowhere to demonstrate hidden talents, and of course to see some of our 
superstars whose fame precedes them. A Special Rumbai’s Got Talent Edition 
will reach you this weekend! 
      
Congratulations to Ben Van Wagoner! 
We hope that you can all come out to celebrate Benjamin Van Wagoner’s eighth 
grade graduation. This milestone in any young man’s life is even more significant 
at ISR, where it means moving on from the Rumbai family to a larger world of 
increased opportunities. Ben has been a great role model for younger students 
and a great friend to his peers. We wish him all the best as he begins his high 
school career in Perth, Australia. 

  Principal’s Note 
   

Mrs. Thiessen  
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Special Announcement 
Mrs. Gena Engelfried has accepted the 
position of Director of International Schools 
Riau, beginning in August 2014. Our 
congratulations to Gena and a warm 
welcome to both Gena and her husband 
Bruce. 
 
Gena and Bruce visited both Rumbai and 
Duri earlier this month, so many of you had 
the opportunity to meet them. For more 
information about the Engelfrieds, see the 
article by Jessica Davis on page 14.  
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WAZ HAPPENIN’ 

Above Left: 
MC of the Week 

 Sophie Johnson 
 

Above: 
3 / 4 Zone enjoying their 
new Meranti playground. 

 
Left: 

Mrs. Hill and her  
Right Hand, Ibu Renai 
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Happy Birthday! 

Ms. Ika 
June 1 

Joshua Neal  
July 4 

Sydney Neal  
July 7 

Friends celebrate Birthdays of Ibu Yolanda and Mr. V! 
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Friends celebrate Birthdays of Sophie and Ben! 
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Relocation 
The Show Must Go On! 

With many of the classrooms moving off campus to 
teachers’ homes in Meranti, only preschool students  

get to stay in their own safe environment! 



 

 

10 

Mrs. Clare and our Kindergarten students have joined 
the preschoolers in their building. All classes continue 
to use the Performing Arts Center for Music and Drama. 
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The 1 / 2 Zone is pictured here with their Music teacher 
Mrs. Hill in the Performing Arts Center, but their 

classroom has been moved to Mrs. Johnson’s home. 



 

 

12 

The 3 / 4 Zone has moved to the Dragonetti home for 
their classes. Teachers travel from home to home to 

meet with their students. 

Grades 7 and 8 have their classes at Mr. Murphy’s home.  
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Grades 5 and 6 have their classes in the van Staden home.  
The students are pictured here with their Science teacher  

Mr. Davis.  
 

Thanks to the flexibility of the teachers, the teacher 
assistants, and the students, learning has continued 

seamlessly through this transitional period. 
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  Meet Mrs. Gena Engelfried 
        
 
       By Mrs. Davis 
 
 

Gena has been an educator since 1980 and has had a wide range of experiences 
in elementary through postsecondary education, as well as in administration. She 
is currently the principal of a 7-12th grade school with a student body of 200. The 
school is located on two different campuses in Redlands, California. Before that, 
she was the Head of School at a pre-K through 8th grade school serving 320 
students. Gena lives and works in Redlands, California with her husband Bruce, 
their dog Genevieve, and their giant tortoise named Skiperdee. Gena and Bruce 
have four adult children, all living in the United States. 
 
Below is a summary, followed by some excerpts from my interview with Gena. I 
hope to help you all get to know her better.  
 
Gena grew up living in a variety of locations 
across the US, moving frequently with her 
corporate, software engineer father. She 
spent her teen years in Washington State and 
attended the University of Washington for her 
undergraduate studies. She completed her 
Master’s degree at the University of Redlands 
in California. Her career began in Dublin, 
Ireland and then Achill Island in the west of 
Ireland, where she started a Montessori 
school for PreK-Kindergartners. She 
eventually made her way back to California 
with her daughters and began teaching 
primary grades and later Junior High, as a 
Humanities teacher. Gena has also taught 
teacher education courses at the University of 
Redlands, California State University, Hiram 
College and Case Western Reserve.  
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If your students could say one thing about you, what would they say? 
 

“That I challenge them and hopefully bring out the best in them.” 
 
What would you describe as your passion?  
 

“Creating a better future through education.” 
 
If you could be on the cover of any magazine, which magazine would it be and 
why?  
 

“The Smithsonian Magazine, because I love history and want to be remembered 
for creating schools that made the world a better place.” 
 
What are you most looking forward to about your move here to ISR?  
 

“I am looking forward to getting to know the families and teachers at ISR and 
learning from their wealth of experiences. I can tell there are some great things 
happening on the IS Riau campuses.”  
 
We are looking forward to welcoming Gena to our ISR community in August 2014.  
 

Rumbai’s Got Talent! 
Coming soon to a computer near you. 
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Gonging Out Ceremonies 

The Gong Masters – Bang a Gong and Rainmaker  
perform their traditional “Moovin On Dance”! 
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  Counselor Corner 

 

  Children and Parental Conflict 
        

      Mr. Murphy 
 
 
For 180 days a year, school counselors work with students on how to express 
their feelings in appropriate ways, how to deal with their anger and how to cope 
with stressful situations. But what happens when school is not in session, 
especially during the extended summer break? As a parent, you are the most 
influential person in your children's lives, and how you work through family issues 
can have a positive influence on behavior throughout the family as well as the 
school. Following are some parenting tips to work on throughout the summer 
months. 
 

Sibling conflicts: Stay on the sidelines of sibling arguments and help your children 
learn to appropriately express their negative feelings.  Of course this is within 
reason!  
 

Discipline: Children develop security, increased self-esteem and have fewer 
behavioral problems when in an environment that provides consistency, rules, 
consequences, praise and positive acclamations. This means your behavior, as a 
parent is absolutely predictable; this is key. Having rules is important. Rules must 
be clearly stated and reasonable for the child's age, developmental level and 
emotional stability. In some situations, the rules can be created with the child, 
which creates buy-in.  Also choose consequences that fit when rules are broken. 
 

Praise is also important. Look for the good in your child and praise it. Sometimes 
parents must look hard to find something to praise, but you still should look for it. 
Also work to build your child's self-esteem through positive acclamations. Your 
child always will appreciate them. 
 

Family meetings: At least one night a week could be set aside for family meetings. 
These should be open forum in that everyone should have an opportunity to tell 
how they feel. A family meeting isn't the time to punish or discipline but rather to 
listen to your children's feelings and concerns and to ask them to listen to yours. 
Only through open, honest communication can a family increase its positive 
relationships and grow together. 
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Parenting is hard work. There is no instruction manual for children when they are 
born. Therefore, we must try new things, hone our skills, learn from and support 
each other and give ourselves a break when we have rough days. It helps to 
have a positive attitude. 
 
Remember this phrase from Janet Lane:  
"Of all the things you wear, your expression is the most important.”  
 
Source:  http://www.ascaschoolcounselor.org 
 

Congratulations to Green Dignity for a very successful year 
with their goals: 
 

! to help the children of Insan Permata live with dignity  
 

! to create a plastic free community in Rumbai. 
 


