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Up Coming Events 
 

 

May 20 Adult Yoga    Gym             5:30-6:15 
  Adult Yoga    Gardenia Gym  8:00-9:00 
 
May 21 Adult Yoga    Gym    5:30-6:15 
  Adults Guitar Class   Performing Arts  7:00-8:00 
   
May 22 Adult Yoga    Gym    5:30-6:15 
  Adult Yoga    Gardenia Gym  8:00-9:00 
   
May 23  no activities 
      
May 24  Friday Night Frisbee  Soccer Field   5:00-7:00  
   
May 28 Gonging Out the Crittenden Family        
       Performing Arts  8:00-8:15 
 
May 29 Gonging Out the Roger Family Performing Arts  8:00-8:15 
  Step-Up Day    All School   8:45-9:45 
 
May 30 Rumbai’s Got Talent  Performing Arts  8:00-9:30 
 
May 31 Report Cards Go Home 
  ISR Duri Graduation  Duri Theater   1:00-3:30 
 
June 3 Gonging Out the Van Wagoner Family 
       Performing Arts  8:00-8:15 
  ISR Rumbai Graduation  Performing Arts  2:30-3:45 
 
June 4 Gonging Out the Lewis Family Performing Arts  8:00-8:15 
  Year Book Signing   Performing Arts  11:30-12:00 
  Last Day of School/Early Dismissal    12:00 
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I want to begin by thanking the PTO Board for giving us an excellent year of 
social activities for the students. Thank you to: 
  
 Sam Lavery – President 
 Kathy Ogden – Treasurer 
 Julie Hinkley – Secretary 
 Shane van Staden – Activities Coordinator 
 Jessica Davis – Teacher Representative 
 Barry Johnson – Teacher Representative 
 

All of you have been a delight to work with, and have shown great initiative and 
thoroughness in your planning and execution. I am grateful. 
 
 
I also want to thank all of the sponsors of the Fourth Quarter after school 
activities. Special thanks to: 
 

Wendy van Staden – Arts and Crafts 
Joanie Sullivan – Scrapbooking 
Kathy Van Wagoner – Scrapbooking and Yoga 
Shane van Staden – Martial Arts 
Lindsay and Sam Lavery – Rounders 
Aroma Pannu – Board Games and Dance 
Tracy Morgan – Dance 
 Girl Scout Sponsors 
Jo Chan – Daisies 
Ailsa Liu and Wendy Rogers – Brownies 
Tiffany Johnson – Juniors and Cadets 

 
Our students are so fortunate that you so generously offer your time, talent and 
commitment. Thank you. 

 
  Principal’s Note 

   

Mrs. Thiessen  
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PTO Board Executive: Barry Johnson, Shane van Staden, Jessica Davis, Sam 
Lavery and Kathy Ogden. 
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WAZ HAPPENIN’ 

Above Left: 
MC of the Week 

Daniel Z 
 

Above: 
Special Guest  

Mrs. Gena Engelfried  
 

Left: 
Local peasant pays 

homage to Queen Aubrey 
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Left:  
Kindergarten students love 
Indonesian Studies class! 
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Happy Birthday! 

Megan MacLeay 
June 26 

Friends celebrate Ibu Renai, and Kirin’s Birthday! 

Pak Djunaidi 
May 26 

Morgan Lavery 
July 24 
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  Counselor Corner 

 

  The Challenge of Parenting 
        

      Mr. Murphy 
 
It’s no secret that parenting well is a complex art form and each of us brings our 
own unique style and beliefs into the day-to-day raising of the children in our lives. 
But here a few thoughts that may help no matter what your style or the current age 
of your children. 

• Your work as a parent needs and deserves lots of support from family, 
friends, neighbors, employers and the greater community around you. Your 
children need other caring adults in their lives and you need and deserve 
respect, rest, and relaxation. 

• Parenting can be especially difficult in the same areas where you faced 
challenges in your own childhood. It’s not fair, but science demonstrates it 
again and again. The spots in your growing-up that were rough are likely to 
be hard on you when your children go through similar things.  

• Crying is good, normal and healthy. Crying is communication. Crying and 
upset are part of a normal cycle of stress reduction. Tears are composed of 
stress hormones that are literally being washed out of your body as you cry. 
Children who are allowed to cry with the loving support of an adult complete 
this natural cycle and return to clear thinking and cooperative action quickly 
with improved ability to solve problems. 

• Tantrums are healthy and healing. When you cultivate a relationship with 
your child that allows for acceptance of all feelings, even though you 
obviously can’t accept all behavior, you increase your child’s emotional 
intelligence, resilience and self-acceptance. 

• Time-Out promotes disconnection, encourages emotional repression and 
damages relationships. Solitary confinement is a punishment for a reason. 
Human beings are not built to go it alone, especially in times of emotional 
upset. 

• Research indicates that spanking produces negative long-term results for 
both children and parents. If you’ve ever been hit, you know this.  
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Girl Scout 
Bridging Ceremony 

Paying thoughtful attention as children express their authentic emotional 
experience is the best way to support their development and growing emotional 
intelligence. You don’t even need to understand the reason behind an upset or an 
unworkable behavior in order to help a child with the underlying feelings. Children 
are smart. They will figure out what they need to express, share it, and go on 
about their business lighter, happier, and with a stronger trust in their relationship 
with you. 
 
(Source: http://www.handinhandparenting.org/) 
 
Have a great week! 
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 A Fond Farewell 
To the Rogers Family 
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Farewells to Daphne 
 
Joshua:  Daphne is a special friend because she plays robots with me.  She does 
things like our class books and projects very quickly and I like that. I will miss you 
Daphne because now someone else will have to play robots with me. 
 
Morley- I like Daphne because she plays with me. I will miss her because now she 
cannot come to my house. 
 
Ainsley- I love Daphne. She is my friend. 
 
Auni- I will miss you Daphne. 
 
Aaron - I like to play with you Daphne and you are very special. I will miss you. 
 
Laila - I love that Daphne plays the baby game with me. She is my friend and I will 
miss her. 
 
Emily- Daphne is very special because she is pretty. I will miss playing with her.  
 
Kirin - Daphne I will miss playing with you.  You are so nice and special because 
you always help people. You are a smart student because you listen to the teacher 
all the time. I think you are a superstar. 
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 I’ll miss you, Arlo. I hope you’ll find new 
friends, and new adventures. You are smart at 
school. I like you because you are so cool. I’ll 
miss you because you are my friend. I hope 
you’ll have a good time in Washington. You are 
one of my Best friends. Your best friend, Armin 
 
 

Arlo, you are the best leader going through the 
bamboo place in Panorama. You are the best 
neighbor. I hope you have a fun time in 
Washington. Your friend, Teghan 
 
 

Arlo, I like to hear your really happy talking 
with your friends at ISR. It makes me really 
happy to hear that sound. Your happy sound is     
the happiest sound I ever heard. I hope you 
have fun at your Washington school.  
 Your classmate, Yaya 
 

You are so funny, Arlo. You 
make me laugh all the time! You 
are nice to me all the time! You 
are so good to every body in 
class. You are so good at 
playing Mindcraft. I will miss 
you being my neighbor. I will 
always remember you, Arlo. 
From your friend, Ainsley 
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 Arlo, you are a great student. You are 
always excited to do your work. Your 
writing stamina is awesome. It’s funny the 
way you always call your friends dude. You 
are crazy about Mindcraft. It must be a 
great game. Have fun at your new school in 
Washington.  Your friend, Sydney 
 
Arlo, I will miss you.  Your sense of humor I 
will miss the most. Next I will miss playing 
Minecraft with you. But most of all I will 
miss you being my classmate. I will miss 
you because you are my best friend. Your 
BF, Eamon Steven Pannu Murphy 
 
Arlo, I’ll miss your Minecraft Information 
that you give to me. I hope you have a 
good time in Washington. Thanks for being 
nice to me. I’ll miss your ability to be smart. 
I’ll miss you playing with me.  
                       Your friend, Joel 
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Jillian is one of the best friends I know. She's caring, helpful, and really smart. We 
have a lot in common. She likes to do gymnastics; I like to do gymnastics. She 
likes to play on the bars; I like to play on the bars. She likes math; I like math and 
many other things. When you're scared to do something, she's always there 
to encourage you. In math, if you don't know how to do something, she helps 
you accomplish it. I'm glad she's here at ISR and I'm really sad she's leaving. I 
don't know how I would've gotten on without her. She was always a good friend to 
have around. 

Megan MacLeay 

Jillian, I had a fun time when you were here the past year and a half. My favorite 
memory was when we discovered that we both liked rocks and minerals. My 
favorite thing that you say most often is "I'm so glad you are my best friend, 
Caitlyn." I will miss you because you are funny, creative, and smart. I remember 
you also like calling me Missy. That's funny.   
 

Jillian thank you for understanding me, playing with me, teaching me things, and 
your smartness. I will really miss you when you go to America because all the 
things you have done for me, and I hope we can keep in touch by email. Have fun 
in America!  

Your BFF, Caitlyn Miae Liu          
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Thanks Jillian for being a citizen of our school and giving all of us your friendship. 
We will never forget you because you are the best. Have safe travels and have a 
happy life. Keep working on gymnastics and maybe you will get to the Olympics. 
 

I am going to miss you, Jillian. My 5 favourite memories about you are... 
 

5. your geology with rocks and minerals 
 

4. your gymnastics is fantastic!  
 

3. your friendship with everybody in the school 
 

2. you’re happy whenever I see you  
 

and the most favourite thing about you is  
 

1. Your fear of flying bugs and spiders 
 

  We will miss you, Harris 
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How do I begin to put into words all the many reasons I will miss Wendy 
Rogers? Wendy and I have been friends for a long time. She had a playgroup for her 
children when they were younger, and they would have Tea’s at her home, which 
alternated to Filiz Nemli and Sue Rankin’s homes. The kids began school and the 
playgroup was over, so they decided to keep the tea times alive for the mom’s 
instead and I was invited to join them. We hit it off right away.  

But our friendship was sealed for life during an intensive one- month yoga 
teacher-training course we took together in Koh Samui, Thailand. We were 
roommates for the duration and worked hard. Six days a week with only one day off. 
We lived in each other’s pockets pretty much that whole month, studying together, 
laughing, doing 12+ hr days of physical activity, learning, crying, working some 
more, and yes…more crying. It sealed a friendship that I know will last a lifetime and 
beyond, no matter where in the world we are. I am so thankful she was on that trip 
with me. She was the best roommate I could hope for.  

Wendy has contributed so much to the Rumbai community it ‘s hard to narrow 
it down to any one thing. She has helped out in all PTO events, Halloween, Easter, 
Christmas, Teacher appreciation.  As well as helping out with GS, teaching yoga for 
after school activities, and teaching yoga in the mornings for the adults. Although I 
dislike getting up at 5am to join Wendy in yoga I always walk away feeling good and 
happy that I went. She is an incredible teacher. You can always count on her to lend 
a helping hand with whatever you need. 

She was a participant in all the Gibbon’s runs we have had in past yrs. I 
remember I would see Wendy every morning rain or shine, outside running and 
training for Gibbon runs. 

There are so many words that jump to my mind when I think how to describe 
Wendy. She is strong, dedicated, sweet, funny, direct, kind, beautiful inside and out, 
reliable, trustworthy, a loving wife, a devoted mother, a confidant and dear friend. 
She has a will power that is contagious and often kept me going when I’ve wanted to 
give up.  
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Lets not forget the fun events we 
have shared with her too, Mardi 
Gras, Pubs, and lots of dancing. 
Wendy and Craig are notorious for 
closing out all events. They are 
always the last two standing. (She 
says its Craig but I’m not sure who 
is worst?). 
It appears we have morphed into 
each other a bit too because not a 
week goes by that one of the guys 
doesn’t call me Wendy HA! We have 
a good laugh about it. 
 My heart feels sad and aches 
deeply at the thought of our 
goodbyes, but I know its not 
forever. Just till we see each other 

again. I hope we will make full circle again soon. I don’t know what I am going to do, 
not speaking or messaging with you at least 5 times a day!! 

I love you and your family dearly. The VW’s wish you all the best in your new 
adventures. I know the Rumbai community will miss you and your family a lot and a 
whole will be left in your absence. 

Love you sis xoxo 
Kathy VW 
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When I first Wendy I thought, “Who is this crazy Chinese woman?” (in a funny way) 
There's never a dull moment with Wendy. She's always doing something - cooking, 
shopping, yoga - you name it. But as time goes by this crazy lady has become my 
'sister'. We instantly bonded in our own crazy ways, shopping, enjoying the local 
eateries and going to the markets together. We also understood the trials and 
tribulations of living 'outside the camp'. 
 

Wendy is very dedicated to her yoga discipline and has enjoyed sharing her skills 
and knowledge with everyone. She could easily be the human 'gumby', twisting her 
body into positions like a 
contortionist. 
 

Though we will be miles apart we 
will always be close.  
 
Till we meet again, your sister 
Jo  
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 I have had the good fortune of spending 
time with, and against Craig while on the 
golf course, and through his children’s 
participation in school activities. 
 
One of our teachers makes a list of 
things that highlight her student’s time 
in Rumbai, when they are about to 
embark on a new adventure. I thought I 
would follow suit and compile a list of 
my own on Craig. 
 
Qualities we appreciate about Craig: 

1. Craig is committed to improving 
every stroke of his play in golf. He 
is meticulous and analyzes how 
he can improve each time he is 
out on the course. I admire this 
about him as I stand and stare at 
my golf ball, wondering why, with 
all the advancements in 
technology, they can’t make a golf 
ball that floats. 
 

2. This same eye for precision and 
self-improvement is evident when 
you watch Craig turn his children’s ideas of their Pinewood Derby cars into 
a piece of craftsmanship. 

 
3. Craig and two fellow golfers went down in Rumbai golf history with the 

lowest scramble score ever.  

 
4. Craig does not give up! A quality I admire most as I watched him cross the 

Gibson Call 10km. 

And lastly, but more importantly, when I come down to fetch something from the 
gym on a weekend, I see Craig encouraging his family to finish their sprints on 
the field or chase down the ball they are throwing. 
 
Craig, I hope and trust that your new adventure will continue to add to the time 
and the energy you invest in family and friends. 
 

Shane van Staden 



 

 

28 

Craig is one of us.  By that I 
mean one of the “Aliens” who 
live outside the front gate of 
the camp.   
 

We are a rare breed in Rumbai 
who can regale you with 
strange tales such as having 
the power go out at critical 
times, and we are well versed 
in the intricacies of generator 
start up procedures and 
maintenance – mostly by feel, 
in the dark, when it’s raining. 

  
However, Craig is doubly different and rare.  He is in no way associated with the 
oilfield.  It is a shock, I know, but there is apparently a whole different world out 
there that has nothing to do with the oilfield.  I didn’t believe it either, but trust 
me it’s true. I saw it briefly when I went to Craig’s house for dinner. 
  
Given the likelihood that none of us have anything in common with Craig it is a 
testament to the strength of the community and its people that we welcomed 
Craig, Wendy, Gillian, Arlo and Daphne into the community.  He has mentioned 
that the sense of inclusion in 
the community is unlike 
anywhere he has lived and 
worked before and I think it is 
unique to Rumbai. 
  
Craig enjoys numerous 
activities and can be found on 
the Frisbee field, golf course, 
playing poker, pool and 
participating in Quad.  I know 
that Craig’s proudest 
achievement was winning the 
Mr. Boozer award at the 2011 
Quad.  It is the type of award 
that can only ever be won 
once, as your body can’t take a 
repeat award winning 
performance. 
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Apart from the previously mentioned sporting prowess, Craig is also a master 
home brewer.  Any time you drop by his house on the weekend it is inevitable 
that he has a new concoction brewing on the stove.  I don’t think many of them 
reach full maturity though as they undergo intensive vertical tasting. 
  

Craig can be relied on to help out his friends and has famously towed me home 
when my dirt bike broke down.  He takes great pride and interest in the Pinewood 
Derby, spending lots of time “helping” his kids with their cars and helping with 
the running of the event. 
  

Craig & Wendy are heading back to Washington State, the land of Starbucks and 
Microsoft.  We wish them the best of luck on the next phase in their adventure 
and rather than say goodbye, I prefer to say until we meet again. 
  
Richard Light 


